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REPORT ON MEETING 
HELD AT KINNERLEY PARISH HALL, KINNERLEY, OSWESTRY, SY10 8DB
ON WEDNESDAY 14 JANUARY	2026 AT 7:30 PM


Members Present:
	
B Cambidge (Chairman)
C Green
L Bennett
Cllr E Potter
R Jones (Clerk and Surveyor)


	1. 
	Apologies for Absence: 

	
	

	1.1 
	These were received from R Lloyd, B Edwards, A Jones, I Mansell, R Frank and Cllr D Borrowman.  The Clerk confirmed the meeting was quorate, with four members being present.

	
	

	2. 
	To Approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15 October 2025

	
	

	2.1 
	On a motion proposed by C Green and seconded by L Bennett, the Board unanimously   approved the Minutes.

	
	

	3. 
	Matters arising

	
	

	3.1 
	C Green asked if the rate demands in 2026 would be going out earlier.  The Clerk explained the procedure, by which the rate demands were prepared and sent out by Water Management Alliance in King’s Lynn.  In 2025, a new computer programme for  the drainage rating service was brought online.  It took much longer than originally anticipated for this to be setup for our Board to allow the 2025/26 demands to be produced. It was expected that 2026/27 demands would go out in July 2026.

	
	

	4. 
	Clerk’s Report

	
	

	4.1.  





4.2






4.3
















4.4





4.5








4.6



4.7




4.8
	Bank Statement as at 1.10.2025

	Current Account
	£36681.01

	Business Premium Account
	£10,444.20

	Total
	                               £47125.21



Receipts Since 1.10.2025

	Rates Collected
	£34101.98

	Interest  (8.12.25)
	£30.47

	 
	

	Total
	                                £34132.45



Payments Since 10.6.2025

	Date
	Payee
	Invoice Reference
	Nett
	VAT
	Total

	9.10.25 
	PKF Littlejohn: ext audit fee
	1469
	£315.00
	£63.00
	£378.00

	9.10.25
	R Jones
1/4 mgt fee + expenses
	1862
	£2773.90
	
	£2773.90

	5.1.26
	Rapidity  website update
	10394
	£20.00
	£4.00
	£24.00

	5.1.26
	ADA annual sub
	4388
	£712.00     
	£142.40
	£854.40

	5.1.26
	R Jones 1/4 mgt fee + expenses
	1864
	£2795.90
	
	£2795.90

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	£6616.80
	£209.40
	£6826.20



Bank Balances as at 6.1.2026

	Current Account
	£63956.79

	Business Premium Account
	£10,474.67

	Total
	                                              £74430.88



2025/26 Rates
The rates collected to date represent approx. 70% of rates demanded.

Reminder letters were sent out approx. 10 weeks after ratepayers received their demands, sooner than in previous years . A significant sum has been received since the reminders went out. 

The MOD have paid their rates promptly this time.
 
Environment Agency
           The balancing payment due from the Env Agency (Foreign Water Grant less Precept for approx. £2700) has still not yet been received. I am chasing this.

Planning
           A detailed response objecting to an application Ref 25/0441/FUL for 18 houses in Knockin alongside the Weir Brook was submitted by the Board on 18th Dec 2025


River Morda Environmental Scheme
An application to the EA for the first tranche of money (£10,000) under this scheme has been made.

	
	

	4.9
	Since 6 January 2026 , a further £2,087.82 rates have been received.

	
	

	5. 
	Surveyor’s Report

	
	

	5.1 
	B. Bebb  has completed all his contracted work for 2025 and his invoice is awaited

	
	

	5.2 
	R. Morris has cleaned Redwith watercourses which had not been done for a long period. A large volume of spoil/vegetation has been put in piles ready for the ratepayer to remove when ground conditions are drier.

	
	

	5.3 
	A culvert on the Cluee Road watercourse has collapsed under the gateway into A Evans’ field . This will be re-piped with more stone cover over the pipe provided

	
	

	5.4 
	A block headwall on a culvert on the  Maesbrook Isaf watercourse has fallen into the water on Lewis Bros’ ground. It is proposed a lay a longer twin wall pipe under this access between fields and then batter the ends rather than build a new blockwork headwall. 

	
	

	5.5 
	C Green raised an issue with the Llywyn-y-Go watercourse at Stone Bridge.  Stonework to the sides of the channel alongside Stone Bridge was falling into the water and obstructing the flow in the channel.  The Surveyor agreed to look at this and for repair work to the stonework to be added to our maintenance for 2026.

	
	

	5.6 
	L Bennett raised the issue of persistent flooding of the public road near to the Malthouse in Melverley Green.  The Surveyor confirmed he would inspect with her to try and find which way the water from this area runs.

	
	

	6. 
	To Approve the 2026/27 Budget and Set the Rate in the £ for 2026/27 and the Special Levy on Shropshire Council

	
	

	6.1 
	The Clerk went through the budget papers previously circulated.  These recommended a 4.76% increase in the rate in the £ to 22p from the current 21p.  The Special Levy on Shropshire Council would increase by 4.76%.  On a motion proposed by C Green and seconded by L Bennett, the Board approved the 2026/27 budget, with a rate in the £ at 22p for 2026/27, and Special Levy on the Council of £10,614.54.

	
	

	7. 
	River Morda Environmental Scheme

	
	

	7.1 
	Following the last Board meeting, the collaboration agreement with the EA was signed and the funds available under the scheme were confirmed until 31 March 2026.  Faulkner Mayne Agricultural Consultants have been appointed as project managers for the scheme on behalf of the Board.  Kate Mayne is the key contact for us.  A communications plan has been written and local advertising through the Kinnerley magazine, would shortly commence.  Other advertising of the scheme would be discussed.  Kate Mayne has spoken directly with the majority of the ratepayers who attended the initial December 2024 meeting, together with a number of other contacts and a number of encouraging leads are being worked on.

In order to ensure some work is done prior to 31 March 2026 and utilise this year’s funding, she is prioritising simple schemes, which can be done this winter, which will not require EA permits.  Work such as tree planting, river fencing, improvements to river drinkers etc, will be prioritised.  A number of potential sites for wetlands/pool creation have been identified, but as these will take time to prepare, involving level surveys, possibly plant species surveys, etc, these will be left to Year 2.

Lucy Wood, the EA’s project officer, is pretty sure that the Year 2 funding will be available, but it is subject to final signoff in February 2026.  Lucy Wood herself has applied for and been appointed to, a new role in natural flood management within the EA, which starts on 19 January.  Anoop Bains of the EA, is currently acting as our interim  EA link for the scheme.  It may be though that a new person will be appointed to oversee the River Morda Scheme.

We have applied for an initial £10,000 payment, which is available following Faulkner Mayne’s appointment.

A site meeting to view those schemes already identified, with Lucy Wood and Anoop Bains, was held on 7 January and the EA staff were very pleased with a number of sites and potential schemes that had been identified already.  They recognise that the IDB’s involvement in knowing the area and the farmers, was of real benefit in getting the scheme  moving quickly.

R.Jones Surveyor now completed a survey of the River Morda as far upstream as the Montgomery Canal, and has identified that a lot of work needed to improve channel conveyance, is simple chainsaw work, cutting off overhanging branches dragging in the water and removing a good number of fallen trees.  This work can be done by ratepayers/IDB without reference to the EA.  The Surveyor suggested that contractors be appointed to undertake some tree cutting work in the very near future, to make use of the next six week period available prior to the bird nesting season when such work would have to stop.  The Board approved the Surveyor’s proposal to spend up to the £10,000 allowed in the 2026 budget for this work.  
The overall project board supervising the scheme is made up of R Jones, the Board’s Clerk and Surveyor, Lucy Wood of the EA, John Bellis of Shropshire Council and Kate Mayne of Faulkner Mayne.  The next meeting will be on Monday 19 January. 

	
	

	8. 
	Report on the EA/IDB Liaison Meeting – November 2025

	
	

	8.1 
	This was held at Worcester County Cricket Ground and at the time of the meeting, there was a significant River Severn flood, with the entire cricket ground well under water.  Ian Moody of ADA gave an update on ADA’s activities and current issues, particularly the government’s new FCERM policy, which should allow many smaller schemes  to get  FCERM grant approval, together with some NFM schemes.  Whilst this was welcomed, spending in 2026 would be restricted prior to the new budget formula coming in.  The main issues affecting IDBs were electricity charges, particularly the standing charges for IDB pumping stations, where some IDBs have seen 1,000% increases. Main river maintenance is still very much a pressing issue for ADA.  

	
	

	8.2 
	  Annual subs have increased by 5%, but a new alternative system is being considered based on annual turnover.  This could help the smallest boards, where ADA subs now represent a significant percentage of their overall income.  ADA’s new business plan has been approved for the years 2026/29.  ADA Cymru branch is now up and running, with James West on the ADA board.

	
	

	8.3 
	Rhys McCarthy gave an update on the Environment Agency’s activities.  There were several notable flooding events during the year and the budget for maintenance had seen reductions, which was causing issues. 

	
	

	8.4 
	A 2%  increase in Precept/Foreign Water Grant was agreed.  For Melverley there was a net balance paid to us, so this gives us a very small increase.

	
	

	8.5 
	The EA gave an up to date report on the Severn Valley Water Management Scheme, which was helpful.  The long awaited consultation is now underway.  A public meeting was held at the Royal Hill in Edgerley on 6 January.  The Clerk and Surveyor will be attending an online meeting on 21 January.

	
	

	8.6 
	Water Resources West gave a presentation.

	
	

	8.7 
	Matt Smith of Shropshire Council gave a presentation on the River Severn Partnership Advanced Wireless Innovation Region.  This highlighted a number of schemes using wireless technology, such as Strine IDB smart abstraction, smart water butts, precision irrigation, monitoring of water quality nutrients, monitoring of water quality bacteria, water sampling at wild bathing spots, monitoring ground water levels in lowland peat, giving community flood warnings, monitoring road gulleys in rain conditions.  Whilst the presenter was extremely enthusiastic and he talked of the possibility of us being able to install monitoring to calculate the volume of water flowing into Melverley Basin during flood times, no progress on this has been made, with us concentrating on the River Morda Environmental Scheme.

	
	

	9. 
	ADA Marches Branch AGM Report

	
	

	9.1 
	Betton Cambidge gave a brief report on this, which was held as part of the November EA/IDB Liaison meeting.  He had been reaffirmed as Chairman and Richard Jones as Clerk to the Marches branches.  A report on the very successful Lower Severn field meeting in June, was given.  For 2026, Kate Mayne of the Strine IDB has agreed to host a summer meeting, when it is hoped we shall be able to look at some of the projects in the Strine area under the digital innovation project.

	
	

	10. 
	Complaints

	
	

	10.1 
	The Chair raised the issue of a problem on the Acksea watercourse at Farm Hall Caravan Park.  Past tipping of material close to our watercourse has seen constriction of the watercourse on a number of occasions in the past.  Despite works we have undertaken to reopen the channel, this is a persistent problem.  The Surveyor will work up a scheme for piping the problem length, covering the pipe to a shallow depth, which should still allow some top water in flood events, to move either way.

	
	

	11. 
	Correspondence

	
	

	11.1 
	This is from the ADA News Stream.

	
	

	
	a) The government overhauls flood defence funding system.
b) Environmental Audit Committee publishes its fourth report of the year, covering flood resilience in England.  Julia Buckley, MP for Shrewsbury, is on this Committee and arranged a visit to Shrewsbury for the Committee for them to see in person flood issues affecting the town and also the Rea Valley.
c) Estimating the benefit of natural flood management.  This project proposes a new simplified national scale approach to estimate the economic benefits of NFM projects.
d) CIPFA consultation on the government’s accountability for small authorities in England; a practitioner guide.  Linked with this, ADA has asked the Clerk to be involved with a survey on IDB finances and governance, looking at small independent boards.  He has a telephone survey based on the Rea IDB next week.

	
	

	12. 
	Date of the 2026 Meetings

	
	

	12.1
	These were set for Wednesday 1 April, Wednesday 24 June and Wednesday 14 October..

	
	

	13. 
	Any Other Business

	
	

	13.1
	The Clerk stated that in view of the poor attendance at tonight’s meeting, the January 2027 meeting would be put back at least one week.

	
	

	13.2
	C Green reported that at the 6 January meeting on the SVWMS, he had been told that the volume of water they are seeking to hold back is c.100m m3 . They estimate 15% will be possible by NFM and 85% will need temporary flood storage areas.  He thought that Melverely held approximately 20m m3.  He reported that the heights of bunds to some of the possible storage sites could be up to 10m.  Most Melverley argaes are circa two to three metres in height

	
	

	13.3
	The Chairman raised a concern about the accuracy of the Maesbrook flood gauge and the longstanding problem with the Crew Green flood gauge.  It was suggested that we write to Helen Morgan, North Shropshire MP and Julia Buckley, Shrewsbury MP, although only part of Pentre lies within her constituency, but she has a particular in interest in flooding matters.

	
	

	
	

	There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 9:15 pm.  

	





Signed: .............................................................


Dated: ..............................................................

