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MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT KINNERLEY VILLAGE HALL
ON WEDNESDAY, 20TH JUNE 2018, at 7:30pm
Members Present:
B Edwards (Chairman)
R B Cambidge

Councillor S Bruce

N Whittingham
R L R Jones (Clerk and Surveyor)
	
	

	1
	Apologies

These were received from G Kynaston and Councillor B Williams



	2
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 28th March 2018 
These were approved and signed by the Chairman.



	3
	Clerk’s Report
Balance - £22,771.09

Receipts since last meeting - £4,598.76, as per cash book

Payments - £3,602.35, as per cash book

Debtors - £12,234.70.  This did include the Shropshire Council Special Levy of £7,357.79.  (Special levy now paid – 21.06.18.)
Mr C Morris, Debt Collector, had again been instructed and had been successful in reducing our bad debts, and has gathered in circa £4,000 since 1st May 2018, including finding an address for Mr A Brown, a ratepayer for whom we have had no address for the past six years.



	4
	Planning
There were three planning applications.

18/02411PSDPA – Pentre Industrial Estate - Conversion of light industrial building to four residential units.  It was thought this property flooded in the 2000 and 1960 floods.  The principal concern was of flooding of the escape/access routes during flood times and the surveyor had commented accordingly.

	4
	Planning (continued)

18/01706FUL – Large single house off Church Lane, Kinnerley.  Part of the garden to this lies within the Board area.  There were no particular drainage issues but Councillor Bruce informed that the Parish Council had strongly objected to this on design and access reasons.

18/02106PMBA – Change of use of traditional agricultural building to residential under Part III Class Q, GDPO – Buckley Farm, Melverley Road, Pentre.  It was thought this building would not normally flood as Buckley Farm is sited on a knoll of high ground.  However, the issues pertaining to access route in flood conditions were similar to the Pentre Industrial Estate application, although the escape/access route through to higher ground would be significantly longer.


	5
a)

b)

c)
	Complaints
The Surveyor reported one from Mr Madin at Tontine Cottage, Melverley,  He had been contacted by his daughter following the flooding from surface water of this property during the winter time, whilst the house was unoccupied.  The Surveyor had met with Ms J Madin, inspected the site and had promised to contact the Shropshire Council Divisional Surveyor to try and resolve the issue.  Despite an email to the Divisional Surveyor, no response has yet been received.  It was suggested that the Surveyor contact Councillor Matt Lee as he knows the new Divisional Surveyor well.
B Edwards reported water was ponding on the road in Melverley Green, between White House (D Davies’s field) and Stone House field belonging to Pritchard Bros.  The Surveyor will contact the Divisional Surveyor over this; the pipe below the road appears to be blocked.

Nigel Whittingham reported that the downstream end of the Sandford Brook road culvert needed inspection as there was significant erosion of the bank occurring.  The Surveyor will inspect with Mr Whittingham.  



	6
	Surveyor’s Report
The Surveyor reported that he had sought quotes from four contractors for the maintenance work.  Prices had so far been received from two and subject to the prices being acceptable to the Surveyor, he would place the maintenance contract as per the programme approved at the last meeting, to commence 1st August 2018 and finishing by 31st October 2018.


	7
	Accounts 2017/19
The accounts for the year ending 31st March 2018, were circulated at the meeting.  The Board approved the accounts and the Chairman signed them accordingly.  



	8


	Annual Governance & Accountability Return



	
	8.1
	The Clerk confirmed that the internal audit had been undertaken by Doug Holmes, Balfours’ company accountant.  Our previous internal auditor, Mr Tony Benson, accountant from Ludlow, had died earlier last year.  Mr Holmes has no involvement whatsoever with the IDB management or accounts and following his inspection, no matters have been raised.  

The Board noted the internal audit report.



	
	8.2
	The Annual Governance Statement was approved by the Board.  



	
	8.3
	The Accounting Statements were also approved by the Board.  The Chairman and responsible Financial Officer then signed the Return as appropriate.  The Return would be submitted to our auditors, who are now P K F Littlejohn.  The public inspection period for the accounts would run for 30 days from 2nd July 2018.  



	9
	2018 Election

2018 is an election year and the Clerk confirmed that the date for the election, if needed, would be Tuesday, 30th October 2018.  Nominations for Board membership would need to be submitted by 7th October 2018.  Board members were reminded of the need to find some new potential members as the Board is in need of more regularly attending members.



	10
	Date of Next Meeting

This was set for Thursday, 26th September 2018.  This meeting would be used to assist members to complete nomination papers.  



	11
	Correspondence

This is essentially from ADA Newstream.  The following matters were mentioned by the Clerk:


	
	a)
	EA boss urges debate on abandoning at-risk homes



	
	b)
	New grant funding scheme available to improve lakes and rivers in England (DEFRA).  £27,000,000 fund.



	
	c)
	The government has announced schemes to receive additional £36,000,000 FCERM investment.



	
	d)
	EA publishes first six year review into flood risk management in England.



	
	e)
	New resource for SUDS (Sustainable Drainage Practitioners).



	
	f)
	New charges announced for regulatory services by the EA – vast majority of these have increased significantly.



	
	g)
	DEFRA’s new rules for farmers to prevent water pollution have commenced.



	
	h)
	ADA’s view on the future of food farming and the environment.



	
	i)
	ADA’s comments on the draft revised national planning policy framework.



	
	j)
	ADA publishes new on-line ‘key topic’ on health, safety and welfare.



	
	k)
	Institute of Civil Engineers article on surface water drainage – ‘The Forgotten Public Utility’ encouraging developers to always consider surface water drainage at the outset of any new housing development.



	12
	Future Administration
The Clerk explained that he had contacted Water Management Alliance from Kings ++Lynn, who provide the current drainage rating programme which Balfours rent.  This is known as VDBAS and we are informed that only Melverley and Rea Boards continue to use this programme.  WMA now only rent or sell their updated DRS system.  WMA would offer to sell or rent the newer DRS programme to the Clerk, in his personal capacity at a cost of £500 rent per annum for each Board, together with an annual support fee of £437.50 per Board.  The Clerk, particularly following GPDR, is concerned about the security of data and the necessity for backing up of data on a daily basis.  WMA would offer to host the DRS programme on their server at Kings Lynn with the Clerk having remote access to it.  This mode of working would ensure the data is backed up nightly and is totally secure.  In addition, there would be a one off cost for transferring the data from VDBAS to DRS, estimated at a cost of circa £500.  

On the recommendation of the Clerk, the Board agreed to his proposal to move to the DRS programme and at the costs indicated above.  This would initially be for a 12 month rental period when the position could be reviewed.  The Board could then possibly consider whether or not to purchase the programme.  The purchase cost would be £5,000, split between the two Boards and thus equivalent to 5 years’ rental.



	13
	Any Other Business
There was none.



	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm.




Signed  .............................................................

Dated  ..................................................


